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1788-89, when the deepest lakes were foored with thick ice,
and the temperature from the south to the north of Europe
descended from 20&deg; to 40&deg; below zero. Again, in 1794-95
the French cavalry, by a brilliant operation on the frozen
Texel, captured the Dutch fleet. Similarly severe was

1798-99, the thermometer registering 170 below zero at

Lodi. The winter of Napoleon’s retreat from Moscow was
- an annus mirabilis for rigour; that of 1819-20 was re-

’markable for many successive weeks of unbroken frost,
as was also that of 1829-30, so disastrous to agricul-
ture. In the Alta Italia in 1844-45 sentinels on duty
- were frozen at their posts, while hardly less painfully
memorable were 1849-50, 1853-54, and 1867-68. Few can
have forgotten the terrible winter of 1870-71, from which all
Europe suffered, notably the troops besieging and defending
Paris. Long and rigorous was the frost of 1879-80-the
thermometer marking at Piacenza 18&deg; below zero. Very
heavy and persistent snowfall characterised 1887-88, while
between that and the present the most severe winter was
undoubtedly that of 1890-91.

THE VALUE OF BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINA-
TIONS IN DIPHTHERIA.

DR. THRESH in his annual report for 1894, which we

hope to notice more fully later, draws attention to the

danger of placing too much reliance upon the negative
results of bacteriological examination in diphtheria.
Although, as Dr. Thresh observes, the discovery of the

diphtheritic bacilli is sufficient to establish the diagnosis,
their non-discovery does not justify the declaration of the
case from which the membrane or secretion was taken as not

diphtheria. We have already drawn attention to this question
in the columns of THE LANCET, and we are glad to see

that Dr. Thresh has also been led, as a result of his experi-
ence, towards the same conclusion. As he remarks, the utility
of this method of diagnosis is limited, as the examination
of the throat may at one time show no bacilli, while at

another some may be detected. The result, no doubt,
.depends in a measure upon the manipulative skill possessed
by the observer who procures the specimen, but certainly it
appears to us that negative evidence should only be acted
upon after repeated examinations. To say this, however, is
equivalent to depreciating in some degree the value of the
method from the standpoint of the diagnostician, inasmuch
as a busy practitioner can but ill afford the time necessary
for collecting and despatching specimens of membrane.
These remarks, however, in nowise militate against the great
value of positive results or the importance of repeated
bacteriological examination where practicable.

"PHRENOSIS PELLAGR,4=-."

IN medico-psychological classification this term is peculiar
to Italy, as the thing signified is almost exclusively Italian.
It signifies the mental degeneration due to pellagra, that
erythematous affection so common in the delta of the Po and
due to the consumption of unsound maize. Hebetude result-

"ing in absolute dementia represents the initiatory and the
closing symptoms of the malady, though there are

- cases in which hallucination, prompting to eccentric
and even violent, not to say lethal, acts, is the
outcome of the progressive degeneration of the sen-

sorium. A grave recrudescence of this disease is reported
from Rovigo, and the Italian Government is actively snb-
sidising the provincial council in combating it on the one ’ 
hand and adopting prophylactic measures on the other. The
houses in which the victims to the frenosi pellagrosa " are
under treatment are being reinforced in personnel and
in the alimentary as well as therapeutic means of

cure; while all the syndics (mayors) of the towns

have received an official circular indicating the hygienic,

and especially the dietetic, regime to be applied to

the peasantry of the affected or threatened districts.
I Locande :sanitarie" (sanitary stations) are established at
the more severely visited centres, amply provided with

wholesome, sustaining food, and in addition to these

the "cucine economiche" (cheap kitchens) are open to

all who can afford to avail themselves of the same,

or to whom the charitably disposed have furnished
tickets admitting to them. The water-supply-an important
factor in combating pellagra, particularly in the marshy
levels of the Polesine-is being attended to in the communes,
and the dwellings of the labourers ("case coloniche") are
periodically inspected and put in order. All this, be it noted,
is inspired by the exacerbation of a malady epidemic in that
region, an illustrates once more the fatal policy of so many
southern provinces in waiting till the enemy is attacking in
force instead of forestalling him by carrying the war into his
camp. -

SELF POISONING.

MAX NORDAU in his interesting work Degeneration, says
that the poisoning of civilised peoples continues to increase.
He is referring chiefly to alcohol and tobacco ; but, as a corre-
spondent reminds us in a letter which will be found in another
column, there is a widespread and dangerous tendency among
the public, especially during an epidemic like the present, to
fly to the indiscriminate use of drugs. We are sorry to
see in a lay contemporary a summary of treatment, not only
hygienic but therapeutical, culled from various sources.

Dover’s powder and salicylate of soda are mentioned, and no

doubt these are valuable drugs when employed under

medical supervision; but we wonder how many people after
reading the article we refer to will take either or both
on their own responsibility, possibly with serious results.
Our object is not to deprecate therapeutic medication, but
only to warn the average citizen that if he thinks he has
influenza he should call in his medical man to prescribe
for him and not dose himself. Dover’s powder is poison, and
the responsibility assumed by our contemporary in recom-
mending to its numerous readers the use of the powder indis-
criminately is very considerable. Another paper enjoying a
well-deserved reputation has published the recipes of three
London physicians against influenza. No doubt this was
well meant; but it would have been, had the recipes
been correctly given, a dangerous inducement to mischievous
self-drugging. As the doses, however, are all wrong the
advice gratis may prove especially pernicious.

THE PURIFICATION OF THE AIR BY SNOW.

AFTER the hardships we have endured through the late
severe frost-which we trust is now a matter of history,
though its demise would appear to be slow-it is pleasant to
reflect that in some respects possibly there were inflaences
for good at work. Thus, it seems that the snow which fell
during the severe season was characterised by an unusual
porosity and a regularity of crystalline form, indicating its
formation in a calm atmosphere, which endowed it with
distinct purifying powers upon the air through which it
descended. That the imprisonment of suspended impurities
in the air in the pores of the falling snow takes place is
clear from the following analysis of a sample of melted snow
collected on Jan. 30th last in the quadrangle of Somerset
House. It contained in grains per gallon, according to Mr.
John B. Coppock, F.C.S. : total solid matter, 17.32 ; mineral
matter, 6-25; carbonaceous matter, 11-07 ; free ammonia,
4’65; and albuminoid ammonia, 6-50. It is suggested that
these results would indicate the value of a fall of snow, not only
from an agricultural point of view, but also from a hygienic
standpoint. We may accept the former as probable, since

1 Chemical News, Feb. 22nd, 1895.


